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powerfully defended fatherland, firmly founded on its national
army, but a country whose very existence was threatened by
the impending expiration of the army law passed with such
difficulty in 1873; instead of the united, devoted nation of
his desires he saw that the subversive theories of Marx and the
disruptive doctrines of Lassalle were gaining more and more
hold; instead of religious unity, accomplished by victory over
the Catholic Church, he recognized that the Kulturkampf was
daily becoming a greater menace to the empire.

Seeing all this, and awake to its significance, he proceeded
to take measures to make a fundamental change in the perilous
situation. He decided to restore material prosperity by a total
revolution in the fiscal system, to place the army upon an
absolutely unassailable footing by a new army law, to suppress
social democracy and to bring an end to the Kulturkampf.
That this policy involved a break with the party that now sup-
ported him, and a reconciliation with some of his bitterest
enemies, did not weigh too heavily with a statesman whose great
strength lay in his conviction that what appeared to him to be
the true interests of Germany must be accomplished at all
costs,1 and who had already broken with a party with whom he had
had far more in common than ever he had with the national
liberals. The story as revealed in Lord Odo Russell's despatches
is interesting, and they show that Russell himself appreciated
the motives which animated Bismarck's policy.

As always, Bismarck surveyed the ground thoroughly and
examined it from all sides before taking action. Away in the
country, free from the inevitable interruptions of Berlin life
he consulted economic experts, accumulated all his facts and
figures, gathered them together in an ordered whole, and then
with everything at his fingers' ends launched his programme of
fiscal reconstruction from Friedrichsruhe and laid it before
the Bundesrat at the end of i8j8.2 This programme announced
to the world that Bismarck had decided in favour of a return to
the fiscal system which had existed in Prussia from 1815 to
1865.

1Wahl: Deutsche Geschichte i. 559. "He concluded with the repeated assur-
ance that he would follow to the bitter end the path 'which I consider right in
the interests of the Fatherland, unmoved whether I reap thereby hatred or love,
it is all the same to me!' "

*Wahl: Deutsche Geschichte i. 543.